Cement causes skin preblems in cement
pridlucts workers becausa ita:

o Alkaling ar caustic

» Nygroscopic

» abrasive

The pHat wel cement is 1210 13 [see

back panel) so i's alkaing, LIS hygroscopis
50 It pulls moigture from skin. It is abrasive
50 its sharp particlas scrape and cut skin,

Faur raaln kinds of skir
prablems are caused by
cantact with

porfland cameant.

Dy skin may include imtatian scaling,
tchinass, huming, and rednass,

Irritant contact dermatitis {ICD) can

lig acibe o chrand. Symptams inchide
stinging. pain. itching. blisters, dead skin,
stabs, scaling, fissures, redness, swelling,
lumps, rash, and watery discharge,

Allergic contact dermatitis (AC0)
ncludes many of the same symptoms as
GO, Hewavalen! chramium in cement |5 8
primiary cause, ACD is difficult 10 oure and
may parsist for years.

Cement burns produce blisters, dead or
hardenad skin, or black ar graen skin. If
vou think wou have a cement burn, 9o
straight to the emergancy roam. By the
time you feel the burn, much damage is
aliesdy done, A cemant burn continues 19
worsen aven alter vou rinse off the cerment.

What |s pH?

pH tells us about the acidity o alkalinity
ot a matarial. Pura water has a pH of 7
pH 7 s cansicdered pH-nzutral,

Tha pH scale is like the Richter scale for
earthguakes. Each nurmbar is many times
greatersmaller than the previcus number,
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Forewery whole number, the pH changes
10-fold. The pH of wetcementis up to

pae hilitan Kmes higher than the pH of skin.

Wet carnent makes skin mare alkaling,

It = then defenseless a!.]-EIiHELGhEmiGEIE.

It can absorh mare haxavalent chrarmium.
akin damage may allowd bactenal growth,
causing infectans that worsen problams.

Contral surface skin pH by praventing
contact with cement, Consider buffaring or
neutralizng any residus on the skin,
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Professional Skin
Protection for

Gement Products
Workers

portland cement
concrete
rmortar
plaster
slUGen
terrazzo
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